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Week Ending Friday, August 26, 2005 


The President’s Radio Address 
August 20, 2005 


Good morning. In a few weeks, our coun 
try will mark the 4-year anniversary of the 
attacks of September the 11th, 2001. On that 
day, we learned that vast oceans and friendly 
neighbors no longer protect us from those 
who wish to harm our people, and since that 
day, we have taken the fight to the enemy 

We have combated terrorists on the home 
front by disrupting terror cells and their fi 
nancial support networks. We’re fighting the 
terrorists in Afghanistan, [raq, and around 
the world, striking them in foreign lands be- 
fore they can attack us here at home. And 
we re spreading the hope of freedom across 
the broader Middle East. By advancing the 
cause of liberty in a troubled region, we are 
bringing security to our own citizens and lay- 
ing the foundations of peace for our children 
and grandchildren 

In this war, our Nation depends on the 
courage of those who wear the uniform. Dur- 
ing the coming weeks, I will meet with som 
of the brave men and women who have been 
on the frontlines in the war on terror. Next 
week in Idaho, I will visit with some of the 
fine citizen soldiers of the Idaho National 
Guard. I will also see the men and women 
of the Mountain Home Air Force Base who 
played a leading role in the air campaign in 
Afghanistan after the September the 11th at 
tacks. I will thank all of them for their service 
in the war on terror, and I will thank the 
families who make their essential work pos 
sible 

Our troops know that they're fighting in 
Iraq, Afghanistan, and elsewhere to protect 
their fellow Americans from a savage enemy 
They know that if we do not confront these 
evil men abroad, we will have to face them 
; And 
they know that the safety and security of 
every American is at stake in this war. And 
they know we will prevail 


one day in our own cities and streets 


Next week in Utah, I will also address the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars convention and 
thank the proud veterans who have given to- 
day’s troops such a noble example of devo- 
tion and courage. At the end of the month, 
I will join our veterans and current service 
members in San Diego to commemorate the 
60th anniversary of V-J Day, the day that 
ended World War II, the bloodiest conflict 
in human history 

The veterans of World War II defended 
America when ruthless foes threatened our 
freedom and our very way of life. And after 
winning a great victory, they helped former 
enemies rebuild and form free and peaceful 
societies that would become strong allies of 
America. The World War II generation en- 
dured great suffering and sacrifice because 
they understood that defeating tyranny in 
Europe and Asia was essential to the security 
and freedom of America 

Like previous wars we have waged to pro- 
tect our freedom, the war on terror requires 
great By their 
courage and sacrifices, today’s soldiers, sail- 


sacrifice from Americans 
ors, airmen, coastguardsmen, and marines 
are taking their rightful place among the he- 
roes of history, and the American people are 
thankful and proud. In this war, many of 
these brave men and women have given their 
lives to defend their fellow citizens and to 
bring the hope of freedom to millions who 
We owe these fallen he- 
roes our gratitude, and we offer their families 


have not known it 
our heartfelt condolences and prayers 
Now we finish the task that 
troops have given their lives for and honor 
their sacrifice by completing their mission 


must our 


We can be confident in the ultimate triumph 
of our cause, because we know that freedom 
is the future of every nation and that the 
of freedom is the side of victory 

Thank you for listening 


side 


NoTE: The address was recorded at 8:20 a.m. on 
August 19 at the Bush Ranch in Crawford, TX, 
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on August 20. The 
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transcript was made available by the Office of the 
Secretary on August 19 but was embargoed 
until the The Office of the 
Secretary also released a Spanish language 
ript of this address 


Pre SS 


for release broadcast 
Press 


trans 


Remarks to the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars National Convention in Salt 
Lake City, Utah 


August 22, 2005 


Thank you all. Thank you all very much. 
Thanks for the warm welcome. It’s a pleasure 
to be back here in Salt Lake City, Utah, and 
I'm proud to again stand with the Veterans 
of Foreign Wars. Thanks for having me 

I really enjoy coming to these conventions. 
Members here come from all walks of life, 
and you do vital work across our country. I 
know firsthand the spirit of the VFW. I was 
raised by one of your members, a proud vet- 
eran of Post 4344 in Houston, Texas, former 
President George Bush. Where is that mighty 
Texas delegation? |Applause| Behave 
self. [Laughter] 

I’m honored to serve as the Commander 
in Chief of the United States Armed Forces. 
The men and women who wear the uniform 
today are protecting our Nation and our way 
of life. And they are upholding a tradition 
of honor and bravery and integrity set by 
America’s veterans. All of you defe nded this 
country with unselfish courage. You've 
earned the respect of our citizens. And so, 
on behalf of a grateful nation, thank you for 
your service for the 


your- 


cause of freedom and 
peace 

appreciate John Furgess. | appreciated 
weeny with him for the past year He’s a 
good, honorable man, and he’s represented 
the VFW with distinction and class. It takes 
judgment to be the president of an organiza- 
tion. And so when I first saw John this morn- 
ing, I realized he was a man of good judg- 
ment. He said, got to understand, 
Mr. President, most of the people are really 
excited to see Laura.” 


You've 


[Laughter| I'm proud 
she’s traveling with me. I’m proud to call her 
wife, and a lot of folks in this United States 
of America are proud to call her First Lady. 

And I'm pleased that the Secretary of Ve “ 
erans Affairs is with us today, Ranger vet, 
a man who is doing a fine job on behalf of 
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the veterans across the United States, Sec- 
retary Jim Nicholson 

When I landed out there at the 
I was greeted at the of the 
the Governor of this great State, 
Jon Huntsman. And I appreciate you being 
here, and I want to thank your 
wife, Mary Kaye, for joining as well. There 
she is. Hi, Mary Kaye. I know the Lieutenant 
Governor, Gary Herbert is with us, and Jea- 
nette. Appreciate you being here, Lieutenant 
Governor 

I got Air Force One down there in 
Waco, and they told me that we had a special 
‘Well, who is it?” 
' it’s Orrin Hatch.” I said, 
“Fantastic. Glad to give the fellow a ride.’ 
[Laughter| And the reason why I’m glad to 
give him a ride, he’s a strong ally, and I ap- 
preciate a strong ally in Orrin Hatch. He does 
a great job for Utah, and he does a great 
ae for the United States of America 

[ appreciate Congressman Chris Cannon 

joining us today—thank you for being here, 
Congressman—and Jim 
Mathe son. I'm proud you both are here 
Thanks for taking time to be here today 

They must have changed the immigration 
laws here in Utah, because they allowed the 
Idaho Governor to come across the border. 
[Laughter| I'm proud to be here with my 
friend Dirk Kempthorne. Thank 
coming, Dirk 

I want to thank the vice com- 
mander, Jim Mueller, for his hospitality. I'm 
looking forward to working with him. I want 
to thank JoAnne Ott, the outgoing National 
VFW Ladies Auxiliary president. And I want 
to thank Sandy Germany, who will be the 
incoming president 

Most of all, thank you all. 
foreign wars, you stepped forward when 
America needed you. You took an oath to 
defend the Nation, and you kept that oath, 
overseas and under fire. You triumphed over 
brutal enemies, liberated continents, and an- 
swered the prayers of millions across the 
Earth. All of us who have grown up in free- 


airport, 


base stairs by 


Governor 


Governor 


on 


guest on our plane. I said, ‘ 


They said, “Well, 


Congressman 


you for 


senior 


As veterans of 


dom must never forget your service and your 
sacrifice 
We also remember the troops who left 


America’s shores but did not live 
the journey home. We think of the 


to make 
families 
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who lost a loved one and who carry a burden 
of grief that remains for a lifetime. We re- 
member the men and women in uniform 
is still undetermined, our 
oners of war and those action 


America must never forget them. We will not 


whose fate pris 


missing in 


stop searching until we have accounted for 


sailor, airman, and 


missing in the line of duty. 


every soldier, marine 
dead by 
helping the living, and VFW members are 
making good on that promise every day. To 


VFW’s mission is to honor the 


gether with your superb Ladies Auxiliary 
VFW members have adopted milita ary units, 
blood 
drives, and provide -d countless services to fel- 
low veterans and their families. When you 
hear the name VFW, you know a certain type 
of work is being done, 
faithful to the N 
In war and i 


mentored youth groups, assisted in 


honorable, decent, and 
Nation’s highe st ideals. 

peace, America’s veterans 
set an example of citizenship, and we honor 
your devotion to duty and to our country 
All of America’s veterans have placed the Na- 


Your 


Can 


tion’s security before their own lives 
sacrifice creates a debt that 
never really fully repay. 

Yet there are certain things the 
can do My administration 
firmly committed to serving 
erans. Since I took office my administration 
in working with the United States Congress, 
has increased spending for veterans by $24 


America 


Govern 
ment remains 


America’s vet 


billion, an increase of 53 percent. In my first 
4 years as Pre sident, we increased spe nding 
for veterans more than twice as much as the 
previous administration did in 8 years. 

Health care is a top priority for our vet- 
erans, and it’s a top priority for my adminis 
tration. The past 4 years, we ‘ve increased the 
VA’s medical care budget by 51 percent, and 
we're using those resources to make real im 
provements for our veterans. Over the past 
4 years, we've increased total outpatient visit 
from 44 million to 55 million. We've in 
creased the number of prescriptions filled 
from 98 million to 116 million. Since January 
2002, we’ve reduced the backlog of disability 
claims by 20 percent. Claims are now being 
processe sd 68 di rys faster. By the end of this 
year, we plan to cut another 15 days on the 
average turnaround time. 
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We place a special focus on treating men 
and women returning from combat and vet- 
erans with service disabilities and lower in- 
comes and special needs. In the last 2 years, 
we've committed more than $1.5 billion to 
modernizing and expanding VA facilities, so 
more closer to their 
My administration is helping the vet- 
erans who fought and sacrificed for America 
get the quality care they deserve. 


veterans can get care 
homes 


We're also getting results for veterans be- 
yond the health care system. For more than 
a century, Federal law prohibited disabled 
veterans from receiving both their military 
retired pay and their VA disability compensa- 
tion. Combat-injured and severely disabled 
better, 
first President in more 


veterans deserve and I was honored 
to be the than 100 
years to sign concurrent receipt legislation 

We've also expanded grants to help home- 
less veterans in all 50 States and the District 
of Columbia. No veteran who served in the 
blazing heat or bitter cold of foreign lands 
should have to live without shelter in the very 
country whose freedom they fought for 

You defended our flag in uniform; 
continue to defend the flag today 


you 
I share 


the VFW’s strong support for a constitutional 
amendment to protect the American flag. In 
June, the House of Representatives voted to 


and I urge the United 
States Senate to pass this important amend- 


ban flag desecration, 


ment this year. 

At this hour, Ameri- 
cans is defending our flag and our freedom 
in the first war of the 21st century. The war 
came to our shores on the morning of Sep- 
tember the 11th, 2001. Since then the terror- 
ists have continued to strike in Bali, in Ri- 
yadh, in Istanbul, and Madrid and Bs whdad 
and London and Sharm el-Sheikh and else- 
where ruth- 
They're fighting on behalf 
of a hateful ideology that despises everything 
America stands for 


a new generation of 


The enemy, the terrorists, are 


less and brutal 


no regard for human 
life. They're trying to hijack a great religion 
to justify a dark vision that rejects freedom 
and tolerance and dissent. The "y have a strat- 
egy, and part of that str: itegy is, the 2" re trying 
will. They kill the innocent 
They kill women and children, knowing that 


Our enemies have 


to shake our 
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the images of their brutality will horrify civ- 
ilized peoples. Their goal is to drive nations 
into retreat so they can topple governments 
across the Middle East, establish Taliban-like 
regimes, and turn that region into a launch- 
ing pad for more attacks against our people. 
In all their objectives, our enemies are trying 
to intimidate America and the free world. 
And in all their objectives, they will fail. 

Like the great struggles of the 20th cen- 
tury, the war on terror demands every ele- 
ment of our national power. Yet this is a dif- 
ferent kind of war. Our enemies are not orga- 
nized into battalions or commanded by gov- 
ernments. They hide in shadowy networks 
and retreat after they strike. After September 
the 11th, 2001, I made a pledge: America 
will not be—will not wait to be attacked 
again. We will go on the offense, and we will 
defend our freedom. 

We have a comprehensive strategy to win 
this war on terror. It includes three parts, 
protecting this homeland, taking the fight to 
the enemy, and advancing freedom. The first 
part of our strategy is to protect America. 
We're reforming our intelligence services to 
stay ahead of our enemies and to rout out 
terror cells before they strike. We're using 
our diplomatic and financial tools to cut off 
the terrorists’ financing and to drain them 
of their support. We've more than tripled 
funding for homeland security since Sep- 
tember the 11th, 2001. We’ve provided more 
than $14 billion to train and equip State and 
local first-responders. Many of our police of- 
ficers and firefighters and first-responders 
are veterans, and America is grateful for their 
dedication to keeping this country safe 

One of the most important tools we have 
to protect America is called the USA PA- 
TRIOT Act. This good law permits our intel- 
ligence and law enforcement communities to 
share information. It gives our law enforce- 
ment officers many of the same tools to fight 
terror that they already use to fight drugs 
and street crime. The PATRIOT Acct is fully 
consistent with the United States Constitu- 
tion, and as a result of that act, we’re getting 
results. Our law enforcement intelligence of- 
ficers have used the PATRIOT Act to help 
break up terror cells and support networks 
in California and New York and Ohio and 


Aug. 
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Illinois and Virginia and Florida and other 
States. 

Key provisions of the PATRIOT Act are 
scheduled to expire at the end of this year. 
Yet the terrorist threat to our country will 
not expire at the end of this year. When the 
House and Senate return from their recess, 
they need to send me a bill to renew the 
PATRIOT Act 

All these steps to protect the homeland 
have made us safer, but we're not yet safe 
Terrorists in foreign lands still hope to attack 
our country. They still hope to kill our citi- 
zens. The lesson of September the 11th, 
2001, is that we must confront threats before 
they fully materialize. 

Vast oceans and friendly neighbors are not 
enough to protect us. A policy of retreat and 
isolation will not bring us safety. The only 
way to defend our citizens where we live is 
to go after the terrorists where they live. 

So the second part of our strategy is to 
take the fight to the terrorists abroad before 
they can attack us here at home. This is the 
most difficult and dangerous mission in the 
war on terror. And like generations before 
them, our soldiers and sailors and airmen and 
marines have stepped forward to accept the 
mission. They've damaged the Al Qaida net- 
work across the world, and we're going to 
keep the terrorists on the run. From Afghani- 
stan to Iraq to the Horn of Africa, our men 
and women in uniform are bringing our en- 
emies to justice and bringing justice to our 
enemies. Our goal is clear. To secure a more 
peaceful world for our children and grand- 
children, we will accept nothing less than 
total victory over the terrorists and their hate- 
ful ideology 

Iraq is a central front in the war on terror. 
It is a vital part of our mission. Terrorists 
like bin Laden and his ally Zarqawi are trying 
to turn [rag into what Afghanistan was under 
the Taliban, a place where women are beat- 
en, religious and ethnic minorities are exe- 
cuted, and terrorists have sanctuary to plot 


attacks against free people Terrorists are try- 


ing to block the rise of democracy in Iraq, 
because they know a free Iraq will deal a 
decisive blow to their strategy to achieve ab- 
solute power. The Iraqi people lived for 
three decades under an absolute dictatorship, 
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and they will not allow a new set of would- 
be tyrants to take control of their a 

The re sponse—the people of Iraq have 
made a clear choice for all to see. In spite 
of threats and assassinations, more than 8 
million citizens defied the car bombers and 
killers and voted in free elections. In spite 
of violence, the Iraqi people are building a 
nation that secures freedom for its citizens 
and contributes to peace and stability in that 
region. 

Now Iraq's leaders are once again defying 
the terrorists and pe ssimists by completing 
work on a democratic constitution. The es- 
tablishment of a democratic constitution will 
be a landmark event in the history of Iraq 
and the history of the Middle East 
Iraq’s main ethnic and religious groups are 
working together on this vital project All 
made the courageous choice to join the polit- 
ical process, and together they will produce 
a constitution that reflects the values and tra- 
ditions of the Iraqi people. 

Producing a constitution is a difficult proc- 
ess that involves debate and compromise. We 
know this from our own history. Our Con- 
stitutional Convention was home to political 
rivalries and disagreements. The 
Constitution our Founders produced has 
been amended many times over. So Ameri- 
cans understand the challenges facing the 
framers of Iraq's new constitution. We ad- 
mire their thoughtful deliberations. We sa- 
lute their determination to lay the foundation 
for lasting democracy amid the ruins of a bru- 
tal dictatorship. 

As Iraqis continue to take control of their 
own future, we will help them take responsi- 
bility for their own security 


regional 


a free Iraq are determined. They are adapt- 
ing their tactics so they can take more inno- 
cent life. 


American and Iraqi forces are 
adapting our tactics too. We're on the hunt 
side by side with Ir: aqi troops. We're working 
to defeat the terrorists together. 


As we hunt 
down our common enemies, we will continue 
to train more Iraqi security forces so they 
can take on more responsibilities in fighting 
the terrorists. After all, it’s their own — 
Our military strategy is straightforward: 

Iraqis stand up, Americans will stand i 
And when Iraqi forces can defend their free 

dom by taking on more and more of the fight 
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to the enemy, our troops will come home 
with the honor the »y have earned. 

In the long run, victory in the war on terror 
requires changing the conditions that give 
rise to violence and extremism. So the third 
part of our strategy in the war on terror is 
to spread the hope of freedom across the 
broader Middle East. Free societies are 
peaceful societies. By standing with those 
who stand for their liberty, we will lay the 
foundation of peace for our children and our 
grandchildren. 

As we work to spread freedom in the Mid- 
dle East, we have cause for optimism. The 
rise of liberty in Iraq is part of a wider move- 
ment in the region. The tide of freedom ebbs 
and flows, but it is moving in a clear direc- 
tion, and freedom’s tide is rising in the broad- 
er Middle East 

In Afghanistan, and women 
formed a free government after suffering one 
of the most brutal tyrannies on Earth. Amer- 
ica is proud to call Afghanistan an ally in the 
war on terror. In Lebanon, people took to 
They 
have now gone to the polls and voted in free 
elections. 


men have 


the streets to demand their sovereignty. 


As freedom takes root in these 
countries, it is inspiring democratic reform- 
ers in places like Egypt and Saudi Arabia 
Across the region, a new generation desires 
to be And the 
world will be more peaceful because of it. 

In the heart of the Middle East, a hopeful 
After decades of shattered 
promises and stolen lives, peace is within 
reach in the Holy Land. The Palestinian peo- 


free, and they will have it 


story is unfolding 


ple have expressed their desire for sov- 
ereignty and peace in free and fair elections. 
President Abbas has rejected violence and 
taken ste ps toward democratic reform. This 
past week, Prime Minister Sharon and the 
Israeli people took a courageous and painful 
step by beginning to remove settlements in 
Gaza and parts of the northern West Bank 
The Israeli disengagement is an historic step 
that reflects the bold leadership of Prime 
Minister Sharon 

Both Israelis and Palestinians have elected 
governments committed to peace and 
progress, and the way forward is clear. We're 
working for a return to the roadmap. We're 
helping the Palestinians to prepare for self- 
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government and to defeat terrorists who at- 
tack Israel and terrorists who oppose the es- 
tablishment of a peaceful Palestinian state. 
We're providing $50 million in direct assist- 
ance to the Palestinians for new housing and 
infrastructure projects in Gaza. We remain 
fully committed to defending the security 
and well-being of our friend and ally Israel, 
and we demand an end to terrorism and vio- 
lence in every form, because we know that 
progress toward peace depends on an end 
to terror. We'll continue working for the day 
when the map of the Middle East shows two 
democratic states, Israel and Palestine, living 
side by side in peace and security 


As more nations replace tyranny with lib- 
erty and replace hatred with hope, America 
will be more secure. Our Nation has accept- 


ed a mission, and we're moving forward with 
resolve. Spreading freedom is the work of 
generations, and no one knows it better than 
you Freedom has contended with hateful 
ideologies before. We defeated fascism; we 
defeated communism; and we will defeat the 
hateful ideology of the terrorists who at- 
tacked America. 


Each of these struggles for freedom re- 


quired great sacrifice. From the beaches of 


Normandy to the snows of Korea, courageous 
Americans gave their lives so others could 
live in freedom. Since the morning of Sep- 
tember the 11th, we have known that the 
war on terror would require great sacrifice 
as well. We have lost 1,864 members of our 
Armed Forces in Operation Iraqi Freedom, 
and 223 in Operation Enduring Freedom. 
Each of these men and women left grieving 
families and loved ones back home 
these heroes left a legacy that will allow gen- 
erations of their fellow Americans to enjoy 
the blessings of liberty And each of these 
Americans has brought the hope of freedom 
to millions who have not known it. We owe 
them something. We will finish the task that 
they gave their lives for. We will honor their 
sacrifice by staying on the offensive against 
the terrorists and building strong allies in Af- 
ghanistan and Iraq that will help us win and 
fight—fight and win the war on terror. 

As veterans of foreign wars, you know that 
the rise of liberty is critical to our national 
security. You understand the power of free- 
dom because you've witnessed it with your 


Each of 
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own eyes. In a single lifetime, many of you 
have seen liberty spread from Germany and 
Japan to Eastern Europe to Latin America 
to Southeast Asia and Africa and beyond. 
You've seen that democracies do not fight 
each other and that liberation leads to peace 
With your courage and commitment to free- 
dom, you have lifted lives of millions around 
the globe, and you made this country and 
our world more secure. 

The generation of men and women who 
defend our freedom today is taking its right- 
ful place among the heroes of our Nation’s 
history Once again, America has found patri- 
ots who are selfless and tireless and unrelent- 
ing in the face of danger. Once again, the 
American people have been steadfast and de- 
termined not to lose our nerve. And once 
again, we have confidence in our cause, be- 
cause we know that freedom is the future 
of every nation and that the side of freedom 
is the side of victory. 

I want to thank you for the example you 
have set for all who wear our Nation’s uni- 
form. I want to thank you for your bravery 
and your decency. May God bless this Na- 
tion’s veterans, and may God continue to 
bless the United States of America 


Note: The President spoke at 11:17 a.m. at the 
Salt Palace Convention Center. In his remarks 
he referred to John Furgess, commander-in- 
chief, and James R. Mueller vice com- 
mander-in-chief, Veterans of Foreign Wars; Gov 
Jon Huntsman, Jr., of Utah and his wife, Mary 
Kaye Huntsman; Lt. Gov. Gary R. Herbert of 
Utah and his wife, Jeanette Herbert; Gov. Dirk 
Kempthorne of Idaho; Usama bin Laden, leader 
of the Al Qaida terrorist organization; senior Al 
Qaida associate Abu Musab Al Zarqawi; President 
Mahmoud Abbas (Abu Mazen) of the Palestinian 
Authority Prime Minister Ariel Sharon of 
Israel. The Office of the Press Secretary also re- 
leased a Spanish language transcript of these re- 


marks 


senior 


and 


Remarks and an Exchange With 
Reporters in Donnelly, Idaho 
August 23, 2005 

The President. 1 want to thank the Gov- 


ernor for the invitation to come to Idaho. 
He’s been asking me to come here for 5 
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years, and I finally made it. I’m going to tell 


1 Boise that | 


the people tomorrow lt mace 
earlie1 


a mistake not coming her It’s a 
beautiful State. We're out spending a littl 
time hiking the trails here. This is a spectac 
[ want t 


1 
} 


ular part of the world » thank the 


people of Idaho for a warm welcome 
I’m looking forward to my speech tomo 
to thank the Idaho National Guard and 


wm 
} 


those who are on active duty for their self 


row 
CSS 
dedication to working to make this world a 


: : i oa” { 1 “a 
more secure place for those otf us who love 
freedom ll remind the people that ve re 
making progress on two fronts—a_ politica 


front. The Iraqi people are working hard 
reach a consensus on their constitution 
an amazing process to work. First of 

fact that they're 


is vastly different from living under 


even writing 


hand of a dictator 
As 


process unfold, as we watch peopl work 


Americans watch the constitut 


ichieve compromise and unity, we've got 
i 


We had troul | 


remember our own history 


at our own conventions writing a cons 


tion. It took a lot of work and a lot of interes 
and willingness of people to work for 
common good. That’s what we're se¢ 
[raq ind that’s a positive deve lopme nt 
tact that Iraq will have a de nocratk 


rights 


| 


tion that 
ol 
change in the 

And on tl 
the hunt. We 


to prot ct this 


inors women s 


minorities, 1s going to be an 
broader Middle East 
urity front, we'll re 


1e Set 


obligation and a d 


And 


the 


| . 
have an 


country one way t& 
1 ] 1 
so 1s to not only hirn homeland 


to 


ip 
+] { . | 
I otrense against the 


Lilt =A 
lo so. We'll defeat the 
] + he 


train Iraqi forces to defeat 


| é 1 | 
iong run, we i deteat t! 


Stay on 


and we'll « 
We'll 
ts. In the 


7 
spread 
I 


+} 
ul 


" 1 
1rough the ol freedom 
racy 

} 
tor. the 


Anyway, thanks 


idaho National Guard 


WOI k 


has d 

ind I look forward 

In person ll take 1 couUDIE 

Meeting With Antiwar Protestors 
Q. Mr. President 

Shee han 1 

lot has changed SINnceé 


to l 


ind even SO! 


Cindy yeal 


1 
tnen 
to 


Say you 
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have said that you should meet with her Why 
not do that when you get back to the ranch? 

The President. Well, I did meet with 
Cindy Sheehan. I strongly support her right 
to protest There’s a lot of people protesting 
and there’s a lot of points of view about the 
As 


weekend, there were people from both sides 


Iraq war you know, in Crawford last 
of the issue, or from all sides of the issue 
there to express their opinions 

I sent Deputy Chief of Staff Hagin and 
National Adviser Hadley to 
with Ms. Sheehan early on. She expressed 
he I 
diate withdrawal from [raq would be a mis 
tals 
withdrawal from not only Iraq but the Mid- 
dle | 


| 7 
that would 


security meet 


opinion. I disagree with it. I think imme 
[ think those who advocate immediate 


ast would be—are advocating a policy 
weaken the United States. So | 
her right to protest. I understand 
I met with a lot of families. She 
doesn't ré present the view of a lot of the fam 
met with. And I'll continue to 


t with families 


ippre ciate 


ner anguish 
' 
I have 


Toby |Tabassum Zakaria, Reuters 
Middle East Peace Process 

Q. Hi, how are you doing? 

The President. | got 

Q. M: President 
m the final settlement. What does the Pal 
Abbas need to do next? And 


you this time 


Israel has withdrawn 


estinian lead I 
ire there an) 
gouations 
The President. First of all 
ratulate Minister Sharon for having 
As I said in my 

Lake City, the 


1 COUrageous decision 


specific plans for restarting ne- 
based on the roadmap? 


I want to con 
Prime 

i very tough decision 
el arks 
Prime 


1 


vitl 


] r ] 
vesterday in Sait 


Minister made 


' 
draw from the Gaza. We have got Jim 


nsohn, the former head of the World 


' 
on the ground 


lowvel 
ieVelop a 
I 


helping President 
government that responds 
In other 


development 


vill of the folks (,aza 


In 
t} 


this is ste p one in the 


mocracy 
And so to answer youl question what must 


place next is the establishment of a 


iment in GaZa, a government 


gover! 
esponds to the pe ople President Abbas 
| ght off the vio 


FI 


1 commitment to hi 


1 1 s 
ence DeCAauUSeE he unde rstands a democracy 
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can’t exist with terrorist groups trying to take 
the law into their own hands 

Along these lines, we've also got General 
Ward on the ground, helping the Palestinians 
It turns out 
that the post-Arafat regime is one ol different 


consolidate their security forces 
factions and different security forces that 
were really in place to kind of maintain his 
power but not necessarily to protect the over- 
all security of the Palestinian people. It’s in 
the interest to consolidate the security forces 
so that there is a—the government has got 
a vehicle and a group of folks by which to 
help enforce order 

You asked about the roadmap Ot course 
you want to get back to the roadmap. But 
I understand that in order for this process 
to go forward, there must be confidence, 
confidence that the Palestinian people will 
have in their own government to perform, 
confidence with the Israelis that they'll see 
a pea eful state emerging. And therefore it’s 
very important for the world to stay focused 
on Gaza and helping Gaza—helping the 
Gaza economy get going, helping rebuild the 
settlements for Gaza—for the people ol 
Gaza 

This is a very hopeful period. Again, I ap- 
plaud Prime Minister Sharon for making a 
decision that has really change d the dynamics 
on the ground and has really provided hope 
My 
hope is that one day we'll see two states 


— 
vy 


for the Palestinian people vision, my 


two democratic states living side side 
peace 


VW ho « lse we gotr Bloomberg 


Drafting a Constitution in Iraq/Possible 
Sunni Insurgency 
Q. Mr 


veste rday 


President, the Sunni ne gohator 


for the said that if 


l 
thev do pass the constitution tomorrow, that 


constitution 
it would cause an insurgency amongst the 
Sunnis. What would America do if the 
did rise up and have an insurgency? 
The President. Well, I think 


you're speaking about one voice. 1 


Sunnis 


vou KNOW 

nere 18 
] ] 

more than one Sunni involved in the process 

] 


accord alter 


And SO 


you're seeing people express their opinion 


g an on a constitution 


years ol dictatorship is not easy 


I don’t know if this is a negotiating position 


92 
23 
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by the fellow or not. I’m not on the ground: 
I didn’t hear him 

But I will tell you I spoke with Secretary 
Rice twice this morning, who has been in 
touch with our Ambassador on the ground, 
and she is hopeful that more and 
Sunnis will accept the constitution. Again, I 


more 


repeat to you that we're watching an amazing 
event unfold, and that is the writing of a con- 
stitution which guarantees minority rights, 
women’s rights, freedom to worship, in a part 
of the world that had only—in a country that 
had only known dictatorship And so you're 
seeing people express their opinions and talk- 
ing about a political process 

And the way forward in Iraq is for there 
to be a two-track strategy One 
hand, there’s politics It wasn’t all that long 


on the one 


ago, but it seems like a long time ago, I guess 
expr ssed 
Eight 
“We want 


They went to the polls said 


for some, that the [raqi people 


their interest in democracy million 


people voted They said to be 
Give us 
they did 
In other words, they have made their inten- 
tions known that 


And now 


tree.” 
a chance to vote, and we will,” and 


they want to have a free 
society they're w riting a constitu- 
tion 

The next step after the constitution will 
be the ratification of the 
then the 


ment 


constitution and 


election of a permanent Govern 
is unfold 
And the reason why that’s important is 
is that we've 

Let 


WOTTY about it 


In other words, democracy 


ing 
had a—we had a polic y that 
the don’t 


1 1 
And as a result of dictator 


just said dictator stay there 


} 
ship and as a result of tyranny, resentment 
hope lessness began to develop in that 


which became the Fave 


part 
of the world the 
terrorists ¢ pacity to recruit. We just cannot 
We're at w And 
so this is a hopeful moment 

And you talk Sunnis 
mean, the S 


tolerate the status quo 


ibout 


inis have got to make 
| 
Do they want to live 


or do they 


tet th + 
SOCTE \ Pat S$ 


ina 


violence’ 


vant to live in 
1 
suspe ct most mothers, no matter 


religion mav | will choose i 
1 1 } 
so that their childre 


ful world 


De 


‘n can grow 


Anyway, I'm optimistic about w] 
place. I'm also optimistic about 


more and more [raqis are 
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fight to the enemy. And as I'll remind the 

good folks of Idaho, our strategy can be 

summed up this way: As the Lraqis stand up 

And what tl at 
] 


, 
means is, as more and more Iraqis take th 


Americans will stand down 


fight to the few who want to disrupt 
dreams of the many, that the Ameri 
troops will be able to pull back. We’r 
We'll still 


more and n 


going to be training Iraqis 
working witl 
[raqis will be in the fight 


[raqis but 


Iraqi Constitution 
We've got 
somebody told me? 
Q. Yes, Mr. President, thank you 
The President. 
blending in 
Q. Sorry about that. Does the 
I'll ask you about the h qi 
stitution. You said you're confident that it 


somebody from F¢ 


There you are 


adminis 


tion’s goal 


honor the rights of women 

The President. Yes 

Q. If it’s rooted in Islam, as it see 
is that still still the px 
bility of honoring the rights of women? 

The President. 1 talked to Condi 
there as I understand it, the way 
constitution is written 


will be is there 


is not 
1S that women 
got rights inherent rights recognized it 
and that the 


about not the 


constitution 


but i reli 


constitution 
religion 
Twenty-tive perce nt ot the assembly is 7 
to be 

the constitution 


Ok i\ It’s been i ple iSul 


’ 
women which IS a 


President’s Vacation 


Q. What else are 
you going to be bike tox 


The President. | 
been on the phone 
little time with the CIA 
catching u 


iS I said I 


| 


ermnor ana 
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I haven't 
I’m kind of hanging 
Laughte r 

All right, I’ve got to go. Thank you 


The President. I don’t know yet 
made up my mind vet 
] ] 


oose, as they say 


it the 
In his remarks, he referred to 
Gov. Dirk Kempthorne of Idaho; Cindy Sheehan 
vhose son opr Casey Sheehan, USA, died in Iraq 
m April 4, 2004; Prime Minister Ariel Sharon of 
Israel; former World Bank President James D 
Wolfensohn Special Envoy tor Gaza Disengage 
ment: President Mahmoud Abbas (Abu Mazen 
f the Palestinian Authority; Lt. Gen. William E 
Ward, USA S. Security ( 
Department of State and Ambassador to Iraq 
Zalmay Khalilzad. A tape was not 


rification of the th 


NOTI The Preside nt spoke at §:50 a.m 
] 


I imarack Resort 


Senior [ oordinator 
wailable for 


, 
ontent ot these remarks 


Remarks on the War on Terror in 
Nampa, Idaho 
August 24, 2005 


Thank you all very mu h 
Thanks for the warm welcome. Glad I finally 
You got a beautiful State full of 


And Laura and I[ aré 


ia , 1 
Thank you all 


got he re 
re lly decent people 
thrilled to be here. I'm particularly thrilled 
to be with the courageous men and women 
who wear our Nation’s uniform. I’m honored 


, 
brave men and women of 


daho National Guard 
[ don’t know if you know this or not, but 
served both 
is President of the United States 


, 
ind I'm proud to have 
I 


to stand with the 
+} | 


. <_ 
Ry individuals nave as Guards- 


men ind 


1 
been one. In times 


Alans on ] +} , 
isis, our Nation depends on the courage 


P 1 
of the Guard. You know 


dutv can come at any 
to put voul lives on 


( il] and you do SO he 


our State and vour country 


lates your Courageous deci 
families 


| 
) support you in your vita 
I 


] 


your comrades in the 
Marine 
that patnotsm ind 


ind we I] in Id ih and 


ippreciate your 


Force ind 


Vt 


1 | 
with the Gun 


Air Fores 
1 
icked on S« note mber 


i 


dASE 
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the llth, 2001, from the 366th 


Wing flew more than 1,000 combat missions 


alr crews 
over the skies of Afghanistan. In the war on 
terror, you re bringing justice to our enemies 
and honor to the uniform, and our country 
is grateful to your service 

You can see, coming in here, I’m ke eping 
pretty gi od company Laughter| I'm proud 
to be traveling today with a great wile, won- 
derful mother, Laura Bush. She said, “When 
you get in there, keep your speech short 
Laughte r I hadn’t been to Idaho 
yet as President, how can I kee p my speech 


Laugh- 


I said 
short?” Anyway, I’m listening to her 
ter 

I'm proud to be here with your Governor 
Dirk Kempthorne 


He’s a really fine man and a great Governor 


ind his wife, Patricia 


for Idaho 

Last night we spent the night in Tamarack 
I want to thank the good folks of Tamarack 
for their wonderful hospitality and thanks for 
and the 


But we invited the congressional 


putting up with us entourage 


Laughter 


del 


for dinne1 


ration trom at State to 


vo Vou! vTe jon us 
and so we were honored to have 
the likes of Senator Larry Craig and Suzanne 
join us for dinner. Senator Mike ¢ rapo, Con 
Butch Otter 
Simpson and his wife 
Thank vou. Mike 

I found it partic ularly 


Dorothy. is 


ind ¢ 


Kathy are 


gressman 
Mike 


, 
us today 


ongressman 


with 


interesting that 


Larry Craig’s mom vith us, and 


Butch Otter’s mom, Regina 


guess it’s “mothers bring 
} 

day.” |Laughter 

, } } 

I want to thank 


' 
statehouse who ar appreciate you 


| ° | i 
here Thanks f serving your State 


to thank Mayor Tom Dale of N umpa 
Mr. Mayor. Mr. Mayor 
didn’t ask for any advice, but I'll 
potholes 
Mayor David 
Mr 


jmnimne¢ge us 
} 1 
nospl 
i 


| appreciate you 
thanks. He 


five you some invway fill the 
Laught I 
Bieter of the city of Boise for 
Mavor thank vou 
tality. Appreciate 
Iw ant to 
Savler for 
Thanks { I 
today [ 


Charlie Shugg, commander of the 366th, is 


want to thank 


Thanks tor youl 
being her 


thank Generals Blum 
the lI 


greeting me 


vou 
Latrenz 
Service to our country 


I « 


proud ol your service 


when ime in 


Colonel 


with us. Colonel, thank you for being her 
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But most of all, thank you all 


for coming 


I appreciate you taking time out of your 


Wednesday morning to say hello 
Our Nation is engaged in a global war on 
terror that affects the safety and security of 


every American In [raq, Afghanistan, and 
across the world, we face dangerous enemies 
who want to harm our people, folks who want 
to destroy our way of life. And throughout 
our Nation’s history, whenever freedom has 
been threatened, America has turned to the 
National Guard. From the War of Independ 
ence to today’s war on terror, the Guard has 
defended this country with courage and de 
I'm proud to be the ¢ 
mander in Chief, and | respect ind honor 
all those who serve in the United States 
Armed Forces Active Guard and Reserve 


The 


1 | 
unique You're the only part of the Armed 


termination om 


role of the Guard in our military is 


Forces that serves both your State and vour 
Here in Idaho, there’s 4,300 soldiers 


and airmen of the 


country 
Guard who are meeting 
their State and Federal re sponsl ilities with 

courage The Idaho 
Guard has been called up to provide disaste1 
You ve 
] 


ina 


distinction and with 


relief eight times in the past decadk 
1] 


helpe d your fellow citizens through tires 
floods and 
this State take 
call. And when 
they can count on the 
And 
bors from national disasters—natt 


| 


= 

snow emergencies The people ol 
I I 

comtort knowing you re on 


i 
tragedy strikes, they know 


rae 
men and women ol 


] 1 
the Guard as you protect your neigh 


: ' - 
ters. vou ilso he iping to protect " 


cans trom terrorist threats 

\ special WMD 

Idaho Guard 1S hase d in Gowe n | 
ly, + 


, | 1] | 1 1 
YOOrt tolKS ire reaqay tO MODILIZE Vii 


response te 


in the case of a terrorist attack 


] 
only American 


prot cung the 


] } 
USO iKll 


you re x the fight to the eme 

since the llth 
than 243.000 members of the National Guard 
] 


ized tor 


september! 2001. more 


| | ] 
have been mobi 


the 


wou 


war on terror. Idaho now ha 


of its Guard 


At this moment 


percentage forces mobilized 

than any other State 
ps 13 

than 1,700 soldi 


serving in Iraq. It’s the 


more 
rs ol 

] 
largest Guard mobili 


zation in the history of Idaho. Laura and | 


1 } 
are here to thank you for vour servic« ind 
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your courage in defending the United States 
of America 

A time 
a heavy burden falls on our military families 
They and they 
By standing behind you, 
for America—the 
America. And America appreciates the serv- 
ice and the sacrifice of the military families 

There are few things in life more difficult 
than seeing a loved one And 
here in Idaho, a mom named Tammy Pruett 
—lapplause|—I think she’s laugh- 
ter|\—knows that feeling six over 
Tammy has four sons serving in [raq right 
now with the Idaho National 
Evan, Greg, and Jeff. Last year, her husband 
Leon, and another son, 


of war is a time of sacrifice, and 


miss you, worry about you 


you're standing up 


families are standing for 


go off to wai 


here 
times 
Guard, Eri 
returned from 
Iraq, where they “sa Iped train Iraqi fire- 
fighters in Mosul. Tammy says this—and | 
want you to hear this—“I know that if some- 
thing happens to one of the boys, they would 
leave this world doing what they 
what they think is right for our country 


Eren, 


believe 


And 


I guess you couldn’t ask for a better way of 


life than giving it for something that you be 
lieve in.” America lives in freedom because 
of families like the Pruetts. 

Our Nation depends on our Guard fami 
lies, and we depend on the understanding 
and support of the employers of our Guard 
men and women. Your service would not be 
possible without the employers—without the 
help of the employers. In offices and schools 
and factories across Idaho, your colleagues 
do without your talents so that you can serve 
our Nation. Businesses are putting patriotism 
ahead of profit because they know that our 
prosperity and way of life depend on the 
freedom you defend. Guard employers ar 
serving this Nation, and the vy have the 
tude of all Americans 


grat- 


In this time of call-ups and alerts and mo- 
bilizations and deployments, your e mploye rs 
ire standing behind you 
ernment. The 
in return for 


and so is your Gov 


We've 


number of steps to improve the 


your sacrifice taken a 
call-up proc 
ess so it’s more respectful of you and your 
families. In most cases, we're now giving you 
at least 30-days notification before you mobi- 
lize so that you and your families have time 


to make arrangements 


{ug 


country owes you something 
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We're 
tainty as possible about the length of your 
mobilization, 
able to 
to minimize the 


working to give you as much cer- 
so you can know when you're 
civilian life. We're 
number of extensions and 


resume working 
repeat mobilizations. We're working to en- 
sure that you and your families are treated 
with the dignity you deserve. 

We're also taking steps to improve the 
quality of life. We've expanded health care 
Guard and Reserve 
their families, giving you access to the mili- 
tary's TRICARE system for up to 90 days 
before you report and 180 days after deacti- 
vation 


benefits for forces and 


We're also expanding access to education 
for those who serve as citizen soldiers. Last 
year, I was proud to sign legislation providing 
forces between 40 
to 80 percent of the education benefit avail- 


our Guard and Reserve 


able to active duty forces, depending on the 
length of their 
terror 


mobilization in the war on 

We've also tripled the amount that can be 
paid for re-enlisting in the Guard and Re- 
serve. I’ve asked Congress to authorize a new 
Guardsmen and Reserv- 
ists with critical skills. What I'm telling you 
is this: We understand that as the Guardsmen 
and Reservists stand up for America, this ad- 


retention bonus for 


ministration and the Government of the 
United States will stand with the ¢ 
Reserves people 


suard and 


Your service 1S needed In these dangerous 
times. We 
reached our shores on September the 11th, 
2001 3,000 
of our citizens. And since then, they've con- 
tinued to kill in Madrid, in Istanbul, in Ja- 
‘asablanea, Riyadh, Bali, Baghdad, 

Sharm el-Sheikh, and elsewhere 
Our enemies murder because they despise 


remain a nation at war. The war 


when terrorists murdered nearly 


karta, ( 
London, 


our freedom and our way of life. We believe 

» human rights and the human dignity of 
every man, woman, and child on this Earth. 
The terrorists believe that all human life is 
They 
that rejects tolerance wali c ees s all dissent. 


They 


beaten, 


expendable share a hateful ideology 


envision a world where women are 


children are indoctrinated, and all 
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who reject our [their] * ideology of violence 
and extremism are murdered 

During the last few decades, the terrorists 
grew to believe that if they hit America hard, 
as in Lebanon and Somalia, America would 
retreat and back down. Before September 
the 11th, Usama bin Laden said that an at- 
tack could make America run in less than 
24 hours. So now they're trying to break our 
will with acts of violence. They'll kill women 
and children, knowing that the images of 
their brutality will horrify civilized people 
Their goal is to force us to retreat. See, they 
have a strategy. They want us to retreat so 
they can topple governments in the Middle 
East and turn that region into a safe haven 
for terrorism 

We saw the terrible harm the terrorists did 
when _ took effective control of the failed 
state of Afghanistan. After all, it was there 
that they trained and plotted and planned 
the attack that killed thousands of our citi- 
zens. We will not allow the terrorists to estab- 
lish new places of refuge in failed states from 
which they can recruit and train and plan 
new attacks on our citizens 

On September the 11th, 2001, we saw the 
future that the terrorists intend for our coun- 
try and the lengths they're willing to go to 
achieve their aims. We faced a clear choice. 
We could hunker down, retreating behind a 
false sense of security, or we could bring the 
to the striking them before 
they could kill more of our people 


war terrorists, 
America will not wait 
attacked again. Our doctrine is clear 
We will confront emerging threats before 
they fully materialize, and if you harbor a 
terrorist, you're just as guilty as the terrorist. 

We will stay on the offense. We'll com- 
plete our work in Afghanistan and Iraq. An 
—— withdrawal of our troops in Iraq 
r the broader Middle East, 
odie d for, 


I made a decision. 
to be 


as some have 
would only embolden the 


ists and create 


terror- 
a staging ground to launch 
attacks against America and free na- 
So long as I’m the President, we will 
we will fight, and we will win the war 
on terror. [Applause | Thank you all. 

Since September the 11th, we've followed 
a clear strategy to defeat the 


more 
tions 
stay, 


terrorists and 


* White House correction 
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protect our people. First, we are defending 
the homeland. We've strengthened our intel- 
ligence capabilities. We've trained more than 
800,000 first-responders. We have taken crit- 
ical steps to protect our cities and borders 
and infrastructure. We have taken the fight 
to the enemy in one midst. We've disrupted 
terrorist cells and financing networks in Cali- 
fornia and Oregon and Illinois and New Jer- 
sey and Virginia and other States. 
This is a different kind of war 
emies do not mass armies on borders or na- 
vies on high seas. They blend with the 
civilian population. They emerge to strike, 
and then they retreat back into the shadows. 
And that’s why there are thousands of our 
fellow citizens running down every 
piece of intelligence we 


Today’s en- 


single 
can find, doing ev- 
erything we can to disrupt folks that might 
be here in America trying to hurt you 

The second part of our strate gy is this— 
and it’s based upon this fact: In an open soci- 
ety like ours—and we will keep it open, and 
we will keep it free—it is impossible to pro- 
tect against every threat. 
have to deal with 


That’s a fact we 
it is im- 
possible to protect against every possib le 
threat. And so the only way to de fend our 
citizens where we live is to go after the ter- 
rorists where 


In a free society, 


the * live 

When the terrorists spend their days and 
nights struggling to avoid death or capture, 
they are less capable of arming and training 
and plotting new attacks on America and the 
rest of the civilized world. So we're after the 
And we're deter- 
mined, and we're relentless, and we will stay 
on the hunt until the terrorists have nowhere 
to run and nowhere to hide 


enemy across the globe 


And the third part of our strategy is this 
We're spreé ading the —_ of freedom across 
the broader Middle East. In the 
the only way to defeat the terrorists is by 
offering an alternative 


long run, 


ideology ol 
hatred and fear. So a key component of our 
strategy is to spread freedom. History has 
proven that free nations are peaceful nations, 
that democracies do not fight their neigh- 
bors. 


to their 


And so, by advancing the cause of lib- 
erty and freedom in the Middle East, we're 
bringing hope to millions and security to our 
own citizens. By bringing freedom and hope 





Administration of George W. Bush, 2005 


to parts of the world that have lived in de- 
spair, we're laying the foundation of peace 
for our children and grandchildren 

We're 
power to achieve our objectives: 
power, 


using all elements of our national 
military 
diplomatic power, financial, intel- 
ligence, and law enforcement. We’re fighting 
the enemy on man y fronts, from the streets 
of the Western capiti ils to the mountains of 
Afghanistan, to the tribal regions of Pakistan, 
to the islands of Southeast Asia and the Horn 
of Africa. You see, this new kind of war, the 
first war of the 21st century 
global scale. And to protect our pe ople, we ve 
got to prevail in every theater. And that’s why 
it’s important for us to call upon allies and 
friends to join with us, and they are 

One of the most important battlefronts in 
this war on terror is Iraq Terrorists have con 


is a war on a 


verged on Iraq. See, they're coming into Iraq 
because they fear the 
Their most prominent leader is a 


march of freedom 
Jordanian 
named Zarqawi, who has declared his alle- 
giance with Usama bin Laden. The ranks of 
folks are filled with foreign fighters 
who come from places like Saudi Arabia and 
Syria and Iran and Egypt and Sudan and 


these 


Yemen and Libya. They lack popular support 


so they're targeting innocent Iraqis with car 
bombs and suicide attacks. They know the 
only way they can prevail is to break our will 
and the will of the Ir: aqi people 
mocracy takes hold 


before de- 
They are going to fail 
The stakes in Iraq could not be higher 
The brutal violence in Iraq today is a clear 
sign of the terrorists’ determination to stop 
democracy from taking root in the Middle 
East. They know that the success of a free 
Iraq, who can be a key ally in the war on 
terror and a symbol of success for others, will 
be a crushing blow to their strategy t 
nate the region and threaten America and 
the free world. They know that when their 
hateful ide ology is defeated in Ir: aq _ the Mid- 
dle East will have a clear example .! freedom 
and prosperity and hope. And the 
will begin to lose their sponsors and lose their 
recruits and lose the 
to plan new attacks 
And so they're fighting these efforts in Iraq 
with all the brutality they can muster. Yet 
despite the violence we see every day, we're 


Oo domi- 


terrorists 


sanctuaries they need 


achieving our strategic objectives in Iraq 
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The Iraqi people are determined to build a 
free nation, and we have a plan to help them 
succeed. America and Iraqi forces are on the 
hunt, side by side, to defeat the 
And as we hunt down our common enemies 


terrorists 


we will continue to train more Iraqi security 
forces. 

Like free people everywhere, Iraqis desire 
to defend their own country. ee what they 
want to do. The *y want to be in a position 
to defend their own freedom pe: their own 
democracy. And we're helping to achieve 
that goal. Our approach can be summed up 
this way: will stand 
down. And when the Iraqi forces can defend 
their freedom | 


As Iraqis stand up, we 
»y taking more and more of 
the fight to the enemy, our troops will come 
home with the honor the *y have earned. 

At the same time, we’re he ‘Iping the [raqi 
people establish a secure democracy. The 
people of Iraq have made a choice. In spite 

million 
Iraqis went to the polls in January By casting 
their ballots in defiance of the terrorists, they 
to the 


born: 


of the threats and assassinations, 812 


sent a clear and unmistakable message 


world: It doesn’t matter where you're 


it doesn’t matter what faith you follow: em- 
bedded in every soul is the deep desire to 
I understand freedom is not 


America’s gift to the world; 


live in freedom 
freedom is an 
Almighty God’s gift to each man and woman 
in this world. The Iraqi people want to live 
in freedom. Part of securing America for our 
children and grandchildren is to help them 
secure their freedom 
Members of the Idaho 


Iraqi people’ s desire for 


Guard know the 
liberty 
they've seen it up close. Specialist Matt Salis- 
bury is with us today. He helped provide se- 
curity for the 


bec ause 


election. He described seeing 
an Iraqi family helping an elderly man to the 
polls vote that day. Is it all right if I quote 
you? |Laughter| “The pride radiating from 
Matt said. “With 


recovered his dignity which had 


his face was unmistakable,” 
one act, he 
been stolen » a tyrant. How can I possibly 
describe the return of hope and dignity that 
I saw in these people’s eyes? It is worth the 
sacrifice of leaving families , jobs, and a safe 
life. I am proud to be a citizen soldier in 
the 116th Brigade Combat Team serving in 
Iraq. And I’m proud to stand on my watch.” 
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You see, the [raqi election that Matt wit- 
nessed was more than a momentary victory 
for the Iraqi people 
of defeats for the 
have 


It was part of a series 
The 


sworn havoc and destruction across— 


terrorists terrorists 
sown havoc and destruction across Iraq. Yet 
the violence has not stopped the Iraqi people 
from building a free The 
failed to stop the ol 
They failed to stop Iraqis from running for 
office and going to the polls. They have failed 
to stop a democratic government from — 
The terrorists can kill the in 
but they cannot stop the political 
process which ultimately will lead to free- 
dom 


terrorists 


[raq. 


transter sovereignty 


power in Iraq 


nocent, 


And right now, the [raqi people are achiev- 
ing another important victory over the terror- 
ists. Despite threats, intimidation, and the as- 
sassination of some of its members, Iraq's 
Constitutional Drafting Committee has sub- 
mitted a constitution to Iraq's Transitional 
National Assembly. Iraqi negotiators are now 
further debating and revising the text. The 
establishment of a democratic constitution 
will be a landmark event in the sas of 
[raq and the history of the Middle East. It 
will bring us closer to a day when Ir: aq i 
a nation that can govern itself 
and defend itself 


sustain itse if 


It will send a clear signal to the people 
Middle East who are desperate 
for freedom that the future belongs to free- 
See, producing a constitution is a dif- 
ficult process. It involves a lot of debate and 
We 


Our Constitutional Convention was 


across the 
dom 
compromise know that from our own 
history 
the home to political rivalries and regional 
And the document that our 
Founders produced in Philadelphia was not 


the final word. After all, it has been amended 
many times over the century 


disagreements 


Iraqis are now at the beginning of a long 
process, and like our Founders, they're grap- 
pling with difficult issues, such as the role 
of the Federal Government. Idaho people 
have a pretty good view of the role of the 


Federal Government—{|laughter|—like, lim- 


ited. They're arguing about the proper place 


of religion in the life of their nation. And 
like our Founders, they will come up with 
a system that respects the traditions of their 
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country and guarantees the rights of all their 
citizens 

They understand that in order to have a 
free democracy, must have minority 
rights. The will of the majority, coupled with 
minority rights and human dignity and rights 
for women, is important for a free society 
They understand that. But what’s important 
is that the Iv aqis are 
through debate not at the 
barrel of a gun. And we admire their thought- 
ful deliberations, and we salute the deter- 
mination of the Lraqi leaders to lay the foun- 
dation of a lasting democracy 
of a brutal dictatorship. 

The battle lines in Iraq are 
drawn for the world to see 
middle ground 
ruled dictator who 
sponsored terror into a free nation that is an 
ally in the war on terror will take more time, 
more 


you 


resolving these issues 


and discussion, 


amid the ruins 


now clearly 
and there is no 
Transforming a country that 
by an 


was oppressive 


Ter- 
from Iraq one of two 

defeated 
nation—has a stake in the 
Iraqi people. If the terrorists 
were to win in Iraq, the free world would 
be more vulnerable to attacks on innocent 
civilians. And that is why, for the sake of our 
children and our grandchildren, the terrorists 
will be defeated 

There 
the path to victory, yet we can have con- 
fidence in the future 


and continued resolve 
rorists will emerge 


sacrifice, 


emboldened 
tion—every 


ways, Every na- 
tree 


success of the 


will be more difficult moments on 
We have seen freedom 
conquer evil and secure the peace before 
In World War II » together 
to fight the ideology of fascism. Freedom 
prevailed. And today, the enemies of World 
War II are allies in the In 
the cold war, freedom defeated the ideology 
of communism and led to a Europe that is 
whole, free and at peace. Now, once again, 
freedom is confronting the 


tree nations came 


cause ol peace 


followers of a 
and like the hate-filled 
ideologies that came before it, the darkness 
of terror will be defeated, and the forces of 
freedom moderation 
throughout the Muslim world 
In the end, the terrorists will fail because 
they have nothing positive to offer. The ter- 
rorist Zarqawi sums up their appeal this way, 
“Anyone who stands in the way of our strug- 
gle is our enemy and target of the swords.’ 


murderous ideology, 


and will 


prev ail 
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That’s the sum of his grim vision. They’r 
brutal but nothing more. They seek to exploit 
a great religion, but in truth, 
mated by nothing but their 


they are ani 
lust for 
power and their desire for dominion over 
others. And while they may sow death and 
destruction for a time, the history of the last 
half-century is clear: The will to power can- 
not withstand the will to live in freedom 

We will prevail in this struggle because 


own 


freedom is the permanent hope of mankind 
and because we have on our side the greatest 
force for freedom in the history of the world, 
the brave men and women of the United 
States Armed Forces. 

Since the founding of our republic, every 
generation has produced patriots willing to 
sacrifice for our freedom. Since the morning 
of September the 11th, we have known that 
the war on terror required great sacrifice as 
well. In this war, we have said farewell to 
some very good men and women, including 
491 heroes of the National Guard and Re 
serves. We mourn the loss of every life. W 
pray for their loved ones. These brave men 
and women gave their lives for a cause that 
is just and necessary for the security of ou 
country, and now we will honor their sacrifice 
by completing their mission 

The men and women of the Idaho Guard 
are serving freedom’s cause with courage and 
distinction, and your courage is changing the 
world. Specialist Charles Glenn of Boise has 


been on the frontlines in [raq He has seen 
the progress firsthand, and he says, “I know 
Idaho has made a big difference here. We 


have been a part of history.” The citizen sol 
diers of Idaho are making history. You're 
fighting to ensure that our freedom, like the 
Ameri 
cans are grateful for your devotion to duty 
and your courage under fire. We live in free 


State of Idaho, may endure forever 


dom and peace because of your determina- 
tion to prevail 

May 
God bless the people of this great State. May 
God bless our troops, and may God continus 
to bless the United States of America 


1] 
I want to thank you for your service 


NOTE: The President spoke at 11 a.m. in the 
Idaho Center he referred to Su 
zanne Craig, wile of Senator Larry Craig; Lt. Gen 
H. Steven Blum, USA, chief, National Guard Bu 
reau; Maj. Gen. Lawrence F. Lafrenz, USA, com 


In his remarks 
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manding general, Idaho National Guard; Brig 
Gen. Gary L. Sayler, USAF deputy commanding 
Idaho Air National Guard; Col. Charles 
K. Shugg, USAF, commander, 366th Fighter 
Wing; Usama bin Laden, leader of the Al Qaida 
terrorist organization 


general 


senior Al Qaida associate 
Abu Musab Al Zarqawi and former President 
Saddam Hussein of Iraq The Office of the Press 
Secretary also released a Spanish language tran- 
SC ript of these remarks 


Proclamation 7918—Women’s 
Equality Day, 2005 
August 25, 2005 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


On August 26, 1920, the 19th Amendment 
to the Constitution was adopted, guaran- 
teeing American women the right to vote 
The passage of this amendment was the cul- 
mination of a long struggle that reached back 
to the founding of the country and was 
furthered by the 1848 women’s rights con- 
vention in Seneca Falls, New York. By cele- 
brating Women’s Equality Day, we com- 
memorate the adoption of this amendment 
and honor the visionary women who fought 
tirelessly for women’s suffrage 

Led by women such as Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton 
Mott, the suffragists stood up against injus- 


Susan B. Anthony, and Lucretia 
tice and persevered until, as Susan B. An- 
thony took a 
stand for suffrage grew into an army. The 


wrote, the handful who first 
efforts of these pioneers helped secure for 
American women the right to vote 

Since the adoption of the 19th Amend- 
ment, women have continued to make great 
contributions to our Nation. Women today 
are leaders in medicine, law, journalism, 
business, government, and other professions 
They are doctors and mothers, teachers and 
lawyers, homemakers and pilots, artists and 
entrepreneurs. Women also are serving with 
great honor in our Armed Forces as we fight 
a war on terror and defend our freedoms 
The hard work of American women is essen- 
tial to the strength and vitality of our country 

One hundred and fifty-seven years after 
the Seneca Falls Convention, we continue to 
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work so that all people can enjoy their God- 
given rights. This Women’s Equality Day, as 
we celebrate the 85th anniversary of the 19th 
Amendment, we honor the perseverance, 
leadership, and achievements of the suffra- 
gists and all of America’s women, and we 
renew our commitment to equal justice and 
dignity for all. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim August 26, 2005, 
as Women’s Equality Day. I call upon the 
people of the United States to observe this 
di uy with appropriate programs and activities 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto se t 
my hand this twenty-fifth day of August, in 


the year of our Lord two thousand five, and 


of the Independence of the United States of 


America the two hundred and thirtieth. 
George W. Bush 


[Filed with the 
9:07 a.m 


Office of the 
August 29, 2005] 


Fec le ral 


26 7 
1egister, 


NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the 
Federal Register on August 30 





Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 


The following list includes the President's public 
schedule and other items of general interest an- 
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary 
not included elsewhere in this issue 


and 


August 20 


In the morning, at 


Crawford, TX, the 


the Bush Ranch in 
President had an intel- 


ligence briefing. Later, he went for a bicycle 
ride with 2005 Tour de France winner Lance 
Armstrong 


August 22 


In the morning, the President and Mrs. 
Bush traveled to Salt Lake City, l While 
en route aboard Air Force One, he had an 
intelligence briefing. Upon arrival Salt 


Aug. 
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Lake City, he met with USA Freedom Corps 
volunteer Willie Hunsaker. 

In the afternoon, the President and Mrs. 
Bush traveled to Donnelly, ID. 

The President declared a major disaster in 
Wyoming and ordered Federal aid to supple- 
ment State and local recovery efforts in the 
area struck by a tornado on August 12 


August 23 

In the morning, the President had an intel- 
ligence briefing 

The White House announced that the 
President will welcome President Hu Jintao 
of China to the White House on September 
7 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Thomas O. Barnett to be Assistant 
Attorney General (Antitrust Division 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Clay Lowery to be Deputy Under 
Secretary of the Tre ~asury (International Af- 
fairs) and, upon confirmation, to designate 
him as Assistant Secretary of the 
(International Affairs) 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate John M. Molino to be 
Secretary of Affairs 
Planning 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Lisette M. Mondello to be Assist- 
ant Secretary of Veterans Affairs (Public and 
Intergovernmental Affairs) 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Charles E. Allen as Assistant Sec- 
retary for Information Analysis at the De- 
partment of Homeland Security. 

The President declared a major disaster in 
Kansas and ordered Federal aid to supple- 
ment State and local recovery efforts in the 
area struck by severe storms and flooding on 
June 30 through July 1. 

The President declared a major disaster in 
Louisiana and ordered Federal aid to supple- 
ment State and local recovery efforts in the 
area struck by Tropical Storm Cindy on July 
5-6. 


Treasury 


Assistant 


Veterans Policy and 


August 24 

In the morning, the President had an intel- 
ligence briefing. Later, he and Mrs. Bush 
traveled to Nampa, ID. 
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In the afternoon, the President met with 
families of U.S. military personnel killed in 
Iraq and Afghanistan. 

During the day, the President had a tele- 
phone conversation with Abdul Aziz Al- 
Hakim, chairman, Supreme Council for the 
Islamic Revolution in Iraq, to discuss current 
developments in Iraq's constitutional proc- 
ess. 

In the evening, the President and Mrs. 
Bush returned to the Bush Ranch in 
Crawford, TX. 

The President announced his designation 
of the following individuals as members of 
the Presidential delegation to Gdansk, Po- 
land, to attend the 25th Anniversary of the 
Solidarity Movement, on August 31: James 
A. Baker III (head of delegation); Victor 
Ashe; Daniel Fried; Hank Brown; and Irena 


Kirkland. 


August 25 


In the morning, the President had an intel- 
ligence briefing. Later, he went for a bicycle 
ride. 

Throughout the day, the President re- 
ceived updates on Hurricane Katrina. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate James M. Andrew to be Adminis- 
trator of the Rural Utilities Service at the De- 
partment of Agriculture 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate David B. Dunn to be Ambassador 
to the Togolese Republic 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Dale W. Meyerrose to be Chief In- 
formation Officer at the Office of the Direc- 
tor of National Intelligence. 


August 26 


In the morning, the President had an intel- 
ligence briefing. 





Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 


The following list contains releases of the Office 
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as 
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of 
Other White House Announcements. 


Released August 22 


Transcript of a press gaggle by Deputy Press 
Secretary Trent Duffy 

Transcript of a teleconference press briefing 
by Acting Assistant Secretary for Democracy, 
Human Rights, and Labor Michael G. Kozak 
on the U.S 


human rights policy toward 
North Korea 


Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster 
assistance to Wyoming 


Statement by the Press Secretary on the sub- 
mission of a draft constitution to Iraq’s Na- 
tional Assembly 


Fact sheet: President Bush Honors America’s 
Veterans and Soldiers 


Released August 23 


Statement by the Press Secretary: Visit of 
President Hu Jintao of the People’s Republic 
of China 

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster 
assistance to Kansas 


Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster 
assistance to Louisiana 


Released August 24 


Fact sheet: President Bush Honors America’s 
National Guard and Reserve 


Released August 25 


Transcript of a press gaggle by Deputy Press 
Secretary Trent Duffy 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 


NoTE: No nominations were submitted to the 
Senate during the period covered by this issue 


Acts Approved 


NOTE: No acts approved by the President were 
received by the Office of the Federal Register 
during the period covered by this issue. 
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